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The Secret School teacher’s guide gives students a special opportunity to interact with literature, art, and the
newspaper through this new story by well-known author Avi. The story is accompanied by illustrations from
artist Brian Floca.

The Secret School takes place in a rural Colorado school in the 1920s. When the teacher at Elk Valley’s one-
room schoolhouse must leave, bringing about an early school closing, the children secretly decide to take over.

Lesson Plans

The chapter lesson plans are divided into four parts:

Vocabulary identifies important vocabulary words in the chapter. Teachers may use the vocabulary
instructional activities as they choose, such as for identifying phonic elements, using root words and
affixes, or determining meaning from context.

Just the Facts questions are literal-level questions. Students can find the answers in the text.

Let’s Discuss questions encourage students to think about what is happening in the story. One
discussion question invites students to make a prediction about what is going to happen in the next
chapter. The final question has students relate the events in the story to their own lives.

In the Real World asks students to connect events and topics in the chapter to the real world through
newspaper activities.

Project Ideas

Several long-term projects related to story topics are suggested.

Additional Activities

A crossword puzzle and word search based on vocabulary words in the story are included.

Resources

Internet sites and books related to the topics in the story are provided.
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Just the Facts

1. What kind of car did Ida
and Felix use to get to
school? 

2. What were the names of
the friends who rode a
mule to school?

3. Who was the school
mischief-maker?  

Let’s Discuss

4. Why did it take both Ida and
Felix to operate the car? 

5. Why did Ida and Felix have
to take the car to school? 

6. What did Ida and Felix use
to carry their lunch to
school? 

7. What evidence was given
to describe the quality of
the school building and
grounds? 

8. What told you that Elk Valley was a poor and rural part of the
country? 

9. Make a prediction: What is the grave news?

10. How is your school different from the one in Elk Valley?
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Getting to School

V O C A B U L A R Y

• clapboard (adj)
narrow board siding

• Emporium (n)
a store that carries a lot of
different items

• flaxen (adj)
a pale, soft yellow straw color

• privies (n)
outdoor toilets

• squat (adj)
short and close to the ground

• wheezed (v)
made a whistling sound like
someone who has trouble
breathing

C H A P T E R

1

In the Real World
Use the newspaper to find at least five items that are part of your

school experience but were not available to Ida and the other
Elk Valley students. Explain how those items would have changed

school for the Elk Valley students.
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The Grave News

Just the Facts

1. What was used for discipline
at Elk Valley School?

2. What message was in the
telegraph Miss Fletcher
received?

3. What was Mr. Jordan’s
announcement?

4. What did Ida want to be when
she finished school?

Let’s Discuss

5. How many grades were
represented by the children
in the school?

6. What was used to heat the
schoolroom?

7. Why did Mr. Jordan think the
children would be happy?

8. Why were Ida and Tom upset at the news?

9. Make a prediction: What will Ida do about the school
closing?

10. How would your life be affected if your school closed six
weeks early?

V O C A B U L A R Y  

• aspen switch (n)
a stick used to punish students

• chortled (v)
laughed or chuckled in a
satisfied way

• grieved (v)
felt sorrow

• marmot (n)
a short-legged, stout-bodied
rodent with a short bushy tail
and small ears

• portly (adj)
heavy and round

• wardrobe (n)
a large free-standing cabinet
that holds clothing

In the Real World
Find a news story about an event that affects a student. Write a

story describing how the student’s life could be
changed after the event.

5

C H A P T E R
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What To Do

Just the Facts

1. How much money did
Miss Fletcher make each
month?

2. Where did Tom think he
could learn what he needed
to know about electricity
and radio?

3. How did Miss Fletcher
announce the end of recess
to the students?

Let’s Discuss

4. Where did Tom think he
could find out about a
correspondence course?

5. Why did Miss Fletcher delay
ending recess?

6. Why would it cost money for
Ida to attend high school in
town?

7. What did Tom overhear Miss Fletcher say about Ida?

8. Why did Tom think Ida could become the school’s teacher?

9. Make a prediction: What will help Ida make up her mind
about being the teacher?

10. What kind of obstacles can interfere with someone’s
opportunity to get a better education?

V O C A B U L A R Y

• churning (v)
moving around in circles

• correspondence course (n)
a course of study offered
through the mail

• dejected (adj)
depressed

• flapper (n)
a young woman who acted in
independent and free ways

• peeved (adj)
annoyed and resentful

C H A P T E R

3

In the Real World
If your school suddenly closed and you had to find a way to continue
your education, what would you do?  Find people, private schools,

or services in the newspaper that would help you continue your
education.




